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Dhayari Bungalow by Pune based architectural firm Design Praxis evolves courtyard house typology and adopts Laurie
Baker’s innovations to befit the contemporary, yet holding on to its roots.

Text: Fatema Kabir
Photographs: courtesy the architects
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Dhayaft Bungalow: Facade reflecting material efficiency.

E nvironment friendly designs were called rural architecture unt ‘oot sheeting is also of white colour, which reflects most of the heat
today when in the name of sustainability, the local influence \rchitect Laurie Baker has been a pioneer in innovating with materia
nave evolved to befit the contemporary. Located in tropical climati [hat DInds the culture to the contemporary even t-:-c.;aw- Use of h
Uhayari [%-.Ji'i[jdil;'aw adopts a vernacular residential house typ 1) nattrap bond saved 75 per cent of brick in the design in compariso
courtyard house and Laurie Baker's material -innovations t 10 & stanaarag Drick layout in the same length wall. Use of his fillel
'voive and befit the contemporary. Provision-of photovoltaic ce b roofing is another such example for simple economic design
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Dhayari Bungalow: louvers made from shipwreck wood
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Interior view showing play of light.

wall in contrast with the
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element. The runoff rainwater was captured in an underground tank
of 20,000 litres capacity. Then the water was pumped to overhead
tank in the loft space of the house. Solar panels located on the roof
supplied energy to heat the water. Also the multiple fenestrations
at lower levels and provision of louvers at upper levels allows the
courtyard concept to work in a fluid manner complimented by the
contoured characteristic of the site that lets the cross ventilation
work between the leeward and windward sides encouraging play of

natural light and ventilation. : P g
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views of the site. Strateqy of juxtaposition played in capturing

views is also seen to create ambiquity in the facade.One can
| | s i FACT FILE:
guessing the front facade, it could be any of the followinag; i
evation seen from the road while a pprodac nin g the NOUSE _ Dhavari Bungalows
i : ; y Shekar
e opposite the main gate, the one facing the side lane or .. :
: Unayari, Pune

ne viewed from the garden. While the front facade remain _ Cominlated
mbiquous, De "aii.] nPraxis answers m l_I|TIL:||{“ queries on rogt Da: " BCl ; Uesign Praxis: Shivendu Jauhar
ustainable design. By Neha Saxena and (5 Shekar (owne
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